2026 North Carolina Public Health Data Summit
Eastern AHEC 
2600 W Arlington Blvd, Greenville, NC 27834
252-744-5221

May 18-19th
Conference Agenda
Sunday, May 17
· Dinner on your own, see list of nearby restaurants
Day 1 May 18th
7:00am-8:00 Registration and Networking Breakfast
8:30am-10:00am Opening Sessions
· Dr. Daniel Carnegie, Chief Data Officer NC Department of Health and Human Services
· Dr. Michael Waldrum, Dean of the ECU Medical School
10:15-11:15 Breakout Sessions
· Advancing Rural
· Annette G. Greer: Bridging the Gap: AI, Machine Learning & Data for Spanish-Speaking Patients in Eastern North Carolina
· Data Foundation
· Stacey Carless: Trust Builds Data: How Community-Based Organizations Strengthen Public Health Data
· Data Analytics
· David Gahary: Data Visualization Through Power BI: Transparency, Coordination & Performance
· Capacity Building
· Sharon Loza: Data Modernization Progress and Lessons Learned from the Frontlines
11:30-12:30pm Breakout Sessions
· Advancing Rural
· Bennett Wall: Capacity Building That Sticks: Creating an Analytics & AI Community of Practice (CoP) in a Rural System
· Data Foundation
· Ashley Victor: Making data visualizations digitally accessible programmatically through HighCharter
· Data Analytics
· Neha Shanker: The North Carolina Measles Vaccination Data Dashboard: From conception to realization
· Mini Sessions
· Meghan Lassiter: Academic–Practice Partnerships to Grow the NC Public Health Workforce
· Maxine Arena: From Data to Care Delivery: Using Community-Clinical Data to Improve Hypertension and Stroke Outcomes Across Rural Southeastern North Carolina
· Jonas C. Dusenberry: Immunization Registry Utilization via NC HIEA Passthrough
12:45-2:00pm Lunch Provided
2:15-3:15pm Breakout Sessions
· Advancing Rural
· Brad Wheeler: Seed, Storm, and Stewardship: Data-Driven Public Health Practice in North Carolina
· Capacity Building
· Sharon Loza: From Silos to Seamless: Modernizing Public Health Data in North Carolina for a Connected, Data-Driven Future
· Data Analytics
· John Hana: From Analytics to Agentic AI: A Rural Health System’s Data Transformation Journey
· Mini Session:
· Amulya Akkapeddi: From Headlines to Data: Analysis of AI-Derived Summaries of Firearm Violence Incidents
· Md. Tanveer Faruk: Alcohol Misuse Injury Scores (AMIS): A Spatial Data Analytics Dashboard Mapping Alcohol-Related Injury Risk to Guide Community Prevention
· Scott Proescholdbell: Strengthening the Field: Passion Projects & Lessons from North Carolina’s Injury Epidemiology and Informatics Workforce Expansion
3:30-4:30pm Breakout Sessions
· Advancing Rural
· Annie Widom: From Data to Action: Connecting Rural Communities
· Data Foundation
· Jessica Williams: Utilization Trends and Service Needs in School-Based Health Clinics
· Data Analytics
· Savannah Carrico: Weighting Durham County’s 2025 Community Health Assessment using a nonprobability sampling method.
· Mini Sessions:
· Lisa Rider: Using data to target rural wastewater modernization and protect public health in North Carolina
· Alexandria Blair: Why We Still Can’t Measure the Impact of Gun Shows on Firearm Harm: Lessons from the FiRInGS Study
· Michelle Eichinger: Using Spatial Data Analysis to Assess Transit Accessibility of SNAP and WIC Retailers in Durham County

Dinner on your own (see list of local restaurants)
Day 2 May 19th
7:30am-8:30 am Breakfast
8:30am-9:30am Breakout Session
· Advancing Rural
· Antoni Aguilar-Mogas: Prostate Cancer in Rural Eastern North Carolina: Access, Disparities, and Trends from Two Decades of ECU Health Data
· Data Analytics
· Annie Widom: Building Connected Data Ecosystems in Public Health
· Data Analytics
· Anita Valiani: Chronic Disease Registries – HIEA collaboration on Diabetes and Stroke Registry Dashboards with NC DHHS.  
· Capacity Building
· Kathryn Verbanac: ECU RACING AHEAD (Research-focused Assessment of Capacity, Institutional Needs and Growth Strategies to Address Health Disparities)
9:45-10:45am Breakout Session
· Advancing Rural
· Ann Ostrovsky, David Hart, Ashley Burch, Peter Jones, Jessica Cooke Bailey, Paul Bolin: The Rural Oculomics Initiative: AI, Oculomics, and Data-Driven Approaches to Address Chronic Disease in Rural North Carolina
· Data Analytics
· Meredith Wilkins, Sara Eighmy & Karen Cain: Data to Decisions: Public Health Reporting with Excel and Power BI
· Capacity Building
· Sanquis Graham: Data-Informed Decision Making and Collective Impact: Using Cross-Sector Data to Drive Community Opioid Response
· Mini Sessions:
· Grace Goverman: Suppression and Reliability of Cancer Incidence Rates and Confidence Intervals on Novel Zones
· Margaret Monaco: Prevalence of Abnormal Urine Dipstick Findings in a Rural Pediatric Population: Results from a School-Based Screening Pilot
· Eleanor Hummel; Minzhi Xing: Leveraging academic and community partnerships to strengthen mental health systems in Burke County
11:00am-12:15pm Lunch
12:15-1:15pm Breakout Sessions
Advancing Rural.
· Marie Lina Excellent: How Local Culture and Environment Shape Young Adults’ Mental Health Perspectives in Dare County, NC 
· Capacity Building
· Fred Eaker: Streamlining Electronic Test Orders and Results (ETOR) for Public Health Impact in North Carolina
· Data Foundation
· Lauren Cook: Analytics as a Work of Art: How Three Perspectives are Driving Documentation and Sustaining an Analytics Team
· Mini Sessions:
· Anna Louise McNabb: Building a Strong Data Foundation: Automating Respiratory Vaccine Data
· Kaniqua Outlaw: Center on the Workforce for Health: Analysis of Annual Workforce Data 
· Annie Widom: Data Entry Doesn’t Have to Exist
1:30-3:00pm Work Sessions
· Sabina Otienoburu on behalf of the HBCU Health Equity Data Consortium: From Data to Impact: Designing Dashboards for Public Health Decision-Making
· Ashley Victor: Practical Tools to Support Community Health Assessments (CHAs)  
· John Hanna: Building Agentic Workflows for Public Health Challenges
· Jason Mose: Bridging the Skills Gap: Results from Mixed Methods NC Public Health Data Science Workforce Assessment
3:00pm End of Conference
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