Public Health Leaders’ Conference Draft Agenda

*All times and titles are tentative and subject to change until Conference Schedule finalization

Breakout Sessions: will include topics from the following tracts: Surveillance & Assessment, Addressing Gaps in Health, Communications, Policy Development, Organizational Competencies, and Community Partnerships & Preparedness.


CONFERENCE DAY 1:  March 12, 2026

7:30 – 9:00 am                 Registration & Breakfast                                                    

8:00 am – 5:00 pm         Exhibits Open
                                           
9:00 am – 5:00 pm         Posters Open      
                                      
9:00 am                 Opening Remarks: Dr. Kelly Kimple, Division Director, NC DHHS Division 
                                   of Public Health         
     
9:30 am        Keynote Address: "Leading Through Uncertainty: Driving the Future of 
                                    Public Health" with Dr. Mandy Cohen, Manatt Health National Advisor, 
                                    Former CDC Director

10:45am               Deep Dive Plenary: "How to Talk about Hard Things: Communication in 
                                  Uncertain and Difficult Times" with Kristin Neff, Ph.D.
                                      
12:00 pm           Lunch and Presentation of the Dr. Ron Levine Award
                                                                                     
1:30 pm                Breakout Sessions: TBA

5:00 pm         End of Day 1

CONFERENCE DAY 2:  March 13, 2026

7:30 – 9:00 am                    Breakfast  
                                  
9:00 am                           Opening Remarks

9:15 am             Public Health in Action Panel: "Money Matters: Understanding 
                                                    and Strengthening the State & Local Public Health Funding 
                                                    Ecosystem”

10:30 am                   Send-off Keynote: TBA      
                     
11:45 am            Closing Remarks
