The Future of Violence Prevention in NC: The Next 20 Years

8:00-8:10 Welcome - Scott Proescholdbell (10min)
8:10-8:30 State Call to Action - Secretary Buffaloe & State Health Director Tilson (20min)
8:30-9:15 Welcome and introduction of main speaker Betsey Tilson (5min)

Keynote speaker: Arthur Kellermann (30min & 15min Q&A)

9:15-9:30 BREAK- (15min)
9:30-10:20 State of the State- Panel:

Billy Lassiter (Safe Storage-NC S.A.F.E./ NC DPS)

Philip Cook (Policy/Public Safety-Duke University)

David Jacobs (Healthcare-State Trauma Advisory Council (STAC)/Trauma Surgeon)
Beth Moracco (Research-UNC Injury Prevention Research Center (IPRC))

Bill Hollingsed (Public Safety-NC Chiefs of Police Association)

Becky Ceartas (Advocacy-North Carolinians Against Gun Violence (NCGV))
Facilitator/Moderator: Phillip Graham (RTI) (50min)

10:20-10:25 Standup break and transition to panel
10:25-11:15 Local Actions-Panel:

Raynard Washington (Mecklenburg County Health Director)

Sue Anne Pilgreen (Firearm Safety Team Lead Pitt County)

Uzuri Holder (Hospital based Violence Intervention Prevention (HVIP)-Duke Health)
lulia Vann (Guilford County Health Director)

Keith Hotle (Stop Solider Suicide)

Facilitator/Moderator: Rod Jenkins (Durham County Health Director) (50min)

11:15-11:30 Data to Action: NC-FASTER/NC-VDRS Scott Proescholdbell/Anna Waller 15min
11:30-12:00 LUNCH: Buffet
12:00-1:00 Welcome and introduces speakers- Susan Kansagra (5min)

The patterns and prevention of firearm-related injuries in the United States
Alex Crosby- Morehouse University (30min plus 10min Q&A)

RTI Center for Evidence-Based Strategies to Reduce Firearm Violence
Duren Banks — RTI Center for Firearm Violence Reduction (15min)

Overarching Questions for the day:
1) What are or should we be doing?
2) How can we do it better?
3) What should we do next?



Afternoon workforce development/training sessions (1/2 day-training breakout sessions)

Times Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4
1:00-2:00 | CALM training -JP Stop the Bleed Community Violence CDC NVDRS
Jameson training- Scott Wilson | Prevention program- History
(Appalachian State | (Atrium Wake (Mecklenburg Violence | and NC-VDRS
University) Forest/Baptist) Prevention Model)-- partnership with
Tracie Campbell, CDC- Alex Crosby
Raquishela Stewart, & Tammy
Julia Martin Norwood
(Mecklenburg Office on
Violence Prevention)
2:00-2:15 | BREAK/Transition BREAK/Transition BREAK/Transition
2:15-3:15 | CALM training- JP Stop the Bleed SPECIAL-Introducing the | NC-VDRS past &
Jameson training- Scott Wilson | NC Office of Violence present (start-up
(Appalachian State | (Atrium Wake Prevention- Gerard and data
University) Forest/Baptist) Tate, Billy Lassiter, partnerships-
Susan Kansagra and Tamera Coyne-
Caroline Valand. Beasley & Shabbar
Moderated by Betsey Ranapurwala
Tilson
3:15-3:30 | BREAK/Transition BREAK/Transition BREAK/Transition
3:30-4:30 | Community Firearm Safety Talk Saves Lives- Suicide | A Vision for the
Violence Teams: Engaging and | Prevention- Abby Next 20 years: NC-
Prevention Empowering Local Coffey (NC VDRS conversation
(Mecklenburg Communities to Comprehensive Suicide | with Advisory
Violence Prevent Gun Program, Injury and Board members
Prevention Model)- | Violence- Jane Miller | Violence Prevention
Tracie Campbell, and Megan Lueck (NC | Branch)
Raquishela Stewart, | Comprehensive
Julia Martin Suicide Program and
(Mecklenburg UNC Injury
Office on Violence Prevention Research
Prevention) Center (IPRC))
Room Ronny Bell Kella Hatcher Lisa Harrison Anna Waller
Moderat | Muhamad Hudhud | April Allgood Taylor Davis Aham Anyanwu

ors




4:30- 5:30 Social/Reception: NC-VDRS celebration with Secretary Kody Kinsley - Scott
Proescholdbell/Steve Marshall joined by Sec Kinsley to host (SPACE TBD))

Afternoon Trainings, Workshops & Presentations Descriptions

STOP THE BLEED® (pre-registration requested)

STOP THE BLEED® is a grassroots national awareness campaign and call-to- Room 2
action. STOP THE BLEED® encourages bystanders to become trained,

1:00pm
equipped, and empowered to help in a bleeding emergency before
professional help arrives. STOP THE BLEED® is the result of a collaborative &
effort led by the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma (ACS

2:15pm
COT) to bring knowledge of bleeding control to the public. This is an
interactive, hands-on learning experience where you will learn the steps to
recognize and treat life threatening bleeding until First Responders arrive.
Lead Trainer:
Scott Wilson (Atrium Health). Scott serves as the Regional Trauma System
Coordinator for the Metrolina Trauma Advisory Committee (MTAC) in the Charlotte
(North Carolina) Metropolitan region where he oversees quality and performance
improvement, education, and outreach for trauma care at the region’s community
hospitals and Trauma Centers, EMS agencies, and the community at large.
CALM
CALM: Counseling on Access to Lethal Means- This course is primarily designed | Room 1
for health professionals and others who work with people at risk for suicide.

1:00pm
Though homicides and mass shootings receive greater media attention, suicide
is the leading type of firearm death in the United States. More than half of &
suicides in the United States and almost two-thirds of suicides in North Room 1
Carolina involve a firearm. This session will introduce the concept of means -
safety interventions, a set oft-overlooked strategies based on the 2:15pm

commonsense notion that putting time and distance between at-risk
individuals and the most lethal means of suicide, such as firearms, can save
lives. These interventions can be adapted for use in clinical settings and by the
general public. Attendees will participate in an abbreviated version of a
Conversations on Access to Lethal Means (CALM Conversations), a suicide
prevention training for the general public that integrates a discussion of
means safety interventions with more general information on preventing
suicides.




Instructor/Trainer:

JP Jameson certified CALM trainer: Dr. JP Jameson is a Professor of Psychology at
Appalachian State University and a licensed clinical psychologist. In addition to his
clinical and research work focused on developing school-based mental health services
for rural students, he is a member of the executive leadership team for CALM
America, LLC.

Community Violence Prevention: (Mecklenburg Violence Prevention Model)

Description:

This training/workshop will provide an overview of the process that Charlotte-
Mecklenburg has taken to address community violence (Mecklenburg Violence
Prevention Model). The mission Mecklenburg Office of Violence Prevention
(MOVP) is to reduce violence in Mecklenburg County by collaborating with
County, City, Partners, and Community to increase opportunity, and build
healthier, more resilient communities. MOVP will describe practical and
simple steps anyone from any jurisdiction can take to make inroads on
violence in their area. MOVP will share “The Way Forward” a guiding
document that serves as a road map for their work. This workshop will discuss
they coordinate at the local level, specifically how the City of Charlotte and
community programs work hand in hand with hospital-based violence
intervention prevention. Additional community programs will be highlighted
and the role they play in this work.

Room 1

1:00pm

Room 3

3:30pm

Instructors/Trainers:

Tracie Campbell (Mecklenburg Office on Violence Prevention-MOVP)- Tracie
Campbell is the Senior Health Manager for the Office of Violence Prevention with
Mecklenburg County Public Health. She is responsible for promoting Public Health
strategies to reduce violence throughout Mecklenburg County to include the
development, implementation, and evaluation of The Way Forward, Mecklenburg
County Community Violence Strategic Plan.

Dr. Raquishela Stewart (City of Charlotte)- Dr. Raquishela Stewart is a Division
Manager for the City Of Charlotte’s Housing and Neighborhood Services Department.
She is responsible for overseeing the city’s primary information and resource center,
CharMeck 311, Youth Programs with a focus on Alternatives to Violence and the Safe
Charlotte grant program.

Julia Martin (City of Charlotte) Special Assistant to the City Manager. Her latest
project has been the implementation of Safety and Accountability for Everyone (SAFE)
Charlotte. Within the many projects included in this initiative, two of note are the
launch of the City’s first civilian response for calls for services, the Civilian Assistance:
Respond, Engage, and Support (CARES) Team, and the deployment of $3m to




community non-profits to assist the city with violence prevention.

2:15—3:15- SPECIAL LATE BREAKER- Introducing the NC Office of Violence
Prevention: A Conversation and Discussion with Gerard Tate, Billy Lassiter,
Caroline Valand (NC Dept of Public Safety) and Susan Kansagra (DPH).
Moderator: Betsey Tilson (DHHS- State Health Director/Chief Medical Officer)

Room 3

2:15pm

Talk Saves Lives

Talk Saves Lives is the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention’s
standardized, 45-60 minute education program that provides participants with
a clear understanding of this leading cause of death, including the most up-to-
date research on suicide prevention, and what they can do in their
communities to save lives. Participants will learn common risk factors and
warning signs associated with suicide, and how to keep themselves and others
safe. Topics covered include: the latest data on suicide in the U.S. and
worldwide, information from research on what causes people to consider
suicide, as well as health, historical, and environmental factors that put
individuals at risk, an understanding of the protective factors that lower
suicide risk, and strategies for managing mental health and being proactive
about self-care, and guidance on warning signs and behaviors to look for, and
how to get help for someone in a suicidal crisis.

3 Room

3:30pm

Lead trainer:

Abigail (Abby) Coffey, MPH, CHES is the contract coordinator and evaluator in the NC
Injury and Violence Prevention Branch. She previously worked in applied
epidemiology for behavioral health services in NC adult corrections, mental health
program planning and implementation, and mental health research. Abby is a
Certified Health Education Specialist.

Firearm Safety Teams: Engaging and Empowering Local Communities to
Prevent Gun Violence

Originally conceptualized by the Durham County Board of Health in 1999, local
Firearm Safety Teams (FST) are nonpartisan, multidisciplinary teams that work
to address gun violence at a community level. FSTs bring together local
partners to build a community free of all forms of gun violence including
suicide, homicide, and unintentional injury. This presentation will include an




overview of the purpose of FSTs; the process of building an FST in your
community; current FST activities in North Carolina; and the future direction of
FST work in our state.

Instructors/Trainers:

Jane Ann Miller, MPH- Jane has a Master of Public Health degree in community
mental health administration, a BS in psychology, and fourteen years of experience in
community mental health programs in Pennsylvania and North Carolina. She joined
the state’s Division of Public Health’s Injury and Violence Prevention Branch in 2000
and currently serves as the Comprehensive Suicide Prevention Program Manager for
the state’s CDC grant.

Megan Lueck, MA- Megan Lueck currently serves as the Comprehensive Suicide
Prevention Project Manager at the UNC Injury Prevention Research Center. Megan
works closely with the NC Comprehensive Suicide Prevention team to increase
knowledge of effective suicide prevention strategies and skills among injury and
violence prevention professionals across North Carolina.

NC-VDRS- 20 Years of Lessons Learned

1:00 - 2:00- CDC National Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS) Program- History, | Room 4
current objectives and future work- Alex Crosby (Morehouse/former CDC Program

Lead). NC Partnering with CDC- Tammy Norwood (NC-VDRS Program Manager). 1:000m
Moderator: Beth Moracco
2:15—3:15- NC-VDRS past and present: PAST-Starting NC-VDRS-Tamera Coyne- Room 4
Beasley; Data Utilization Partnerships-Shabbar Ranapurwala (UNC Injury Prevention

2:15pm

Research Center). Moderator: Anna Waller

3:30 — 4:30- The Next 20 Years-a Vision for NC-VDRS’ future: A Conversation with the Room 4
NC-VDRS Advisory Board. Kella Hatcher, Rod Jenkins, Becky Ceartas, Beth Moracco,
Ronny Bell. Moderator: Phillip Graham

4:30 - 5:30- Social/Reception Awards with Secretary Kody Kinsley: Join us in a small
celebration of 20 years of creating and developing the NC-VDRS Program. Scott
Proescholdbell/Steve Marshall will be joined by Sec Kinsley to host and toast current and past
Board members, sponsors and partners. (LOCATION TBD)




Speaker & Moderator Bios

Eddie Buffaloe- Eddie M. Buffaloe Jr. serves as secretary
of the NC Department of Public Safety (DPS). Secretary
Buffaloe has served as a law enforcement officer for the
past 30 years and serves as the sole representative on the
governor’s cabinet for the state’s law enforcement,
corrections, juvenile justice, and emergency management
responsibilities. The department has more than 9,000
sworn law enforcement and civilian employees and more
than 13,000 North Carolina National Guard soldiers and
airmen. The new NC Office of Violence Prevention will be
housed within DPS.

Betsey Tilson- Dr. Elizabeth Cuervo Tilson serves North
Carolina as the State Health Director and the Chief
Medical Officer for the Department of Health and Human
Services. In this role, she promotes public health and
prevention activities, as well as provides guidance and
oversight on a variety of cross-departmental issues,
including the opioid epidemic, early childhood, Medicaid

Transformation, Healthy Opportunities and Firearm injury

prevention. Dr. Tilson is a graduate of Dartmouth College
(BA), Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine (MD),
and the University of North Carolina — Chapel Hill (MPH).

Kody Kinsley- Kody H. Kinsley serves as Secretary of the
NC Department of Health and Human Services; appointed
to the cabinet position by Governor Roy Cooper. Secretary
Kinsley believes his responsibilities fall into two buckets:
Keeping the state well-prepared for the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic; and ensuring the residents of North Carolina
recover even stronger. To do this, Secretary Kinsley has
identified three priority areas of focus: Behavioral Health
& Resilience, Child & Family Wellbeing, and Strong &
Inclusive Workforce. As part of these areas, violence
prevention is critical.



https://www.ncdhhs.gov/about/department-initiatives/opioid-epidemic
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/about/department-initiatives/early-childhood
https://medicaid.ncdhhs.gov/transformation
https://medicaid.ncdhhs.gov/transformation
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/about/department-initiatives/healthy-opportunities

Arthur Kellermann- Dr. Art Kellermann is known for his
research on the epidemiology of firearm-related injuries
and deaths, which he interpreted not as random,
unavoidable acts but as preventable public-health
priorities. Kellermann's findings have been supported by a
large body of peer-reviewed research that has shown that
rather than conferring protection, keeping guns in the
home is linked with higher rates of homicides, suicides
and violence. In Atlanta, Kellermann and his Emory’s
Center for Injury Control colleagues partnered with local,
state and federal law enforcement and prosecutors to
strategically deter or interrupt the illegal acquisition,
carrying and use of firearms by juveniles and adult felons.

Alex Crosby- Dr. Alex E. Crosby graduated with a BA from
Fisk University, an MD from Howard University, and an
MPH from Emory University's School of Public Health. He
worked at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
for 30 years and responded to public health emergencies
addressing suicide clusters, civil unrest, school-associated
violence, sniper attacks and firearm-related injuries. His
work focuses on the prevention of suicidal behavior, child
maltreatment, intimate partner violence, interpersonal
violence among adolescents, and assault injuries among
minorities. He serves as a professor at the Morehouse
School of Medicine.

Duren Banks- Duren is the Senior Vice President for the
Justice Practice Area at RTI International, which examines
and advances strategies to support more just, safe, and
resilient communities. She also leads the RTI Center for
Evidence-based Strategies to Reduce Firearm Violence,
which links experts across RTI in justice, health, education,
and community engagement with local and national
stakeholders focused on reducing firearm violence. Dr.
Banks’ research has also examined issues related to
school safety, multidisciplinary approaches to advance
public safety, criminal case processing, and interactions
between law enforcement the communities that they
serve. Prior to joining RTI, she was a unit chief at the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, USDOJ.




Tracie Campbell- Tracie Campbell is the Senior Health
Manager for the Office of Violence Prevention with
Mecklenburg County Public Health. She is responsible for
promoting Public Health strategies to reduce violence
throughout Mecklenburg County to include the
development, implementation, and evaluation of The Way
Forward, Mecklenburg County Community Violence
Strategic Plan. Previously, Tracie was employed with
Atrium Health’s Carolinas Medical Center as the Injury &
Violence Prevention Program Coordinator (Pediatric
Trauma). She conducted bedside interventions with
victims of violence and coordinated wrap around services
to reduce risk and recidivism. It was in this position that
Tracie recognized her passion for Violence Prevention.

Becky Ceartas- Becky Ceartas is the Executive Director of
North Carolinians Against Gun Violence (NCGV) and has
been leading the organization since 2014. She has 23
years of experience with local, state and national non-
profits. She feels very fortunate to work with NCGV
volunteers and supporters to fulfill NCGV’s mission, which
is to make NC safe from gun violence through educating
the public about preventing gun violence, enforcing
current laws, and enacting needed new laws. Becky has
been Advisory Board member of NC-VDRS and NC-FASTER
Partner Group.

Josie Caves Sivaraman- Josie Caves Sivaraman, a research
public health analyst in the Violence and Resilience
Program, is deeply interested in modifiable risk and
protective factors for firearm violence, particularly among
vulnerable populations. With her background in nursing,
Josie is uniquely qualified to ask research questions
surrounding health care/policy and violence prevention.




Abby Coffey- Abigail Coffey, MPH, CHES is the contract
coordinator and evaluator in the NC Injury and Violence
Prevention Branch. In this role, she oversees the
contracting process for all the branch’s contracts and is
the program evaluator for the comprehensive suicide
prevention team. She previously gained experience in
applied epidemiology for behavioral health services in NC
adult corrections, mental health program planning and
implementation, and mental health research. Abigail has
her BS and Master’s in Public Health.

Philip Cook- Professor Emeritus of Public Policy and
Economics at Duke University. He is one of the first social
scientists to conduct research on gun violence prevention,
and for that work was awarded the Stockholm Prize in
Criminology in 2021. Earlier he was elected to the
National Academy of Medicine. He is currently
conducting research on policing gun violence in Durham,
Chicago, and elsewhere, and his most recent book is a
comprehensive treatment of that subject. He has been an
NC-VDRS Advisory Board member for many years.

Tamera Coyne-Beasley- Dr. Coyne-Beasley is the Derrol
Dawkins MD Endowed Chair of Adolescent Medicine,
Professor of Pediatrics and Internal Medicine, and Vice-
Chair of Pediatrics at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham (UAB). Prior to moving to UAB, Dr. Coyne-
Beasley spent over 30 years as a researcher and academic
physician between Duke and UNC. She was a co-
investigator on the original NC Violent Death Reporting
System grant, and the first Chair of both the Data User’s
Advisory Board and the Durham Community Advisory
Board. Dr. Coyne-Beasley is a past-president of the Society
for Adolescent Health and Medicine.




Phillip Graham- Phillip W. Graham is the Center Director
of RTl's Center for Behavioral Health Epidemiology,
Implementation, and Evaluation Research. He has more
than 25 years of experience conducting community-based
research and evaluation, with researching focusing on
evaluating preventive interventions developed to reduce
and prevent adolescent interpersonal violence and
substance use. He has served on the NC-VDRS Advisory
Board since its inception in 2004.

Kella Hatcher- Kella Hatcher, ID, is currently the Executive
Director of the North Carolina Child Fatality Task Force.
Kella’s background is in juvenile law and her previous
roles include authoring juvenile law manuals for the UNC
School of Government and serving as counsel for North
Carolina’s Guardian ad Litem Program where she advised
and trained attorneys advocating for children in abuse
and neglect cases. Early in her career she also worked as a
prosecutor. Kella currently serves on multiple state-level
advisory groups and she has served in various volunteer
leadership roles for organizations serving the needs of
children. She received her law degree from the UNC
Chapel Hill and her undergraduate degree from Purdue
University.

Uzuri Holder- Uzuri Holder is a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker and is the Program Manager for the Violence
Recovery Program at Duke since November 2021. Prior to
working at Duke, Uzuri came from NYC Health + Hospitals
Queens where she was the Manager for Social Work in
the Emergency department, Cancer Center and some of
med/surge and the Victim Services Coordinator, working
with survivors of Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Child
Abuse, Elder abuse and Human trafficking. Uzuri earned
her undergraduate degree from St. John’s University and
her Master’s in Social Work from Hunter College.




Bill Hollingsed- Bill Hollingsed is the Executive Director for
the North Carolina Association of Chiefs of Police. He is
the Retired Police Chief of the Waynesville Police
Department, a position that he held for over 20 years. He
started his policing career in Orlando (Orange County) FL
and has over 38 years of law enforcement experience. He
is currently serving as the Chairman of the North Carolina
Law Enforcement Accreditation Committee and is a
member of the NC Joint In-Service Training Committee.
Hollingsed is the recipient of the Order of the Long Leaf
Pine and the North Carolina Dogwood Award. He holds
degrees from Florida State University and Columbia
College and received his Master’s degree from Troy
University.

Keith Hotle- In his current role as Chief Program Officer,
Keith is responsible for all programmatic activities and
strategic efforts at Stop Soldier Suicide. During his five
years with the organization, he developed, implemented
and evaluated a best-in-class clinical service model to
deliver suicide prevention and early intervention
treatment and support services to veterans and service
members. Keith directly oversees SSS’s Wellness Center
operations, its research and evaluation activities, and
community-based suicide prevention efforts including the
development of veteran firearm safety teams in three
North Carolina counties.

David Jacobs- Dr. David G. Jacobs is the former Trauma
Medical Director at Atrium Health’s Level | Trauma Center
in Charlotte and serves as Medical Director of Atrium’s
Hospital-based Violence Intervention Program. He
completed his surgical training in Cleveland, Ohio and his
trauma fellowship at Maryland Institute for Emergency
Medical Services Systems. Dr. Jacobs has been a strong
advocate of violence prevention for many years and has
hosted an annual conference in Charlotte dedicated to
this topic since 2010. He currently serves on the NC-VDRS
Advisory Board and NC-FASTER Partner group. And is past
Chair of the State Trauma Advisory Committee (STAC).




John Paul (JP) Jameson- Dr. Jameson is a Professor of
Psychology at Appalachian State University and a licensed
clinical psychologist. His clinical and research work
focuses on developing school-based mental health
services for children and adolescents in rural areas.
Additionally, he is a firearms enthusiast, an NRA-certified
Range Safety Officer, and a member of the executive
leadership team for CALM America, LLC.

Rodney Jenkins- Rodney Jenkins has served as the Health
Director since January 2020. Prior to coming to Durham
County, Rod served as the Deputy Health Director for the
Cumberland County Department of Public Health for eight
years. Rod has held many managerial positions
throughout his career, including as Director of Financial
Aid at Robeson Community College and as an Assistant
County Manager for Robeson County, North Carolina. He
has also worked with Southeastern Health and Wachovia
Bank and served eight years in the South Carolina Army
National Guard, earning various awards and decorations.
Rod is NC-VDRS Advisory Board member and NC-FASTER
Partner.

Susan Kansagra- Susan Kansagra, MD, MBA serves as
North Carolina's State Health Officer and NCDHHS'
Assistant Secretary for Public Health. In this role, she leads
the NC Division of Public Health and provides leadership
and oversight of policies and programs that promote the
health and wellbeing of North Carolinians. Dr. Kansagra
has worked on numerous public health issues over the
last several years. She helped lead NC's COVID-19
pandemic response efforts and was the driving force
behind the development of NC’s first Opioid Action Plan.




Billy Lassiter- Mr. Lassiter plans and directs operations of
the Division of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention and serves as a member of the Department’s
senior leadership team. As Deputy Secretary of Juvenile
Justice, he oversees juvenile facility operations, court
services, juvenile community programs, intervention and
treatment programs. He became the State Contracts
Administrator for Juvenile Community Programs in 2010.
In 2013, he was promoted to Director of Juvenile
Community Programs, where he worked to develop a
comprehensive service delivery model for youth in the
state’s juvenile justice system.

Megan Lueck- Megan has worked in suicide prevention
since 2015 and currently serves as the Comprehensive
Suicide Prevention Project Manager at the UNC Injury
Prevention Research Center. In this role, Megan works
closely with the North Carolina Comprehensive Suicide
Prevention team to increase knowledge of effective
suicide prevention strategies and skills among injury and
violence prevention professionals across North Carolina.
Previously, Megan served her home state of Oklahoma as
a Suicide Prevention Program Field Representative at the
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services. Megan has a BA in Public Health Studies,
MA in Nonprofit Leadership, and is currently a Master of
Public Health candidate at the Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health.

Steve Marshall- Dr. Steve Marshall is the director of UNC's
Injury Prevention Research Center and an epidemiologist
whose main area of research is injury prevention. The
topic of injury and violence prevention is greatly
understudied relative to the toll that it exacts on society.
Injury and violence are highly preventable sources of
death. By partnering with the public health practice
community, we can do much to address human suffering
from injury and violence. Steve has a long history with NC-
VDRS Advisory Board, including heading the Steering
Committee.




Julia Martin- Julia Martin serves a Special Assistant to the
City Manager for the City of Charlotte. Her latest project
has been the implementation of Safety and Accountability
for Everyone (SAFE) Charlotte. Within the many projects
included in this initiative, two of note are the launch of
the City’s first civilian response for calls for services, the
Civilian Assistance: Respond, Engage, and Support (CARES)
Team, and the deployment of $3m to community non-
profits to assist the city with violence prevention. Julia
holds a Bachelor’s in Political Science from Florida Gulf
Coast University and a Master of Economics from Old
Dominion University.

Jane Miller- Jane Ann Miller has a Master of Public Health
degree in community mental health administration, a BS
in psychology, and fourteen years of experience in
community mental health programs in Pennsylvania and
North Carolina.

She joined the state’s Division of Public Health’s Injury and
Violence Prevention Branch in 2000 and currently serves
as the Comprehensive Suicide Prevention Program
Manager for the state’s CDC grant.

Beth Moracco - Kathryn E. (Beth) Moracco, PhD, MPH.
Beth Moracco is an Associate Professor in the Department
of Health Behavior at the UNC Gillings School of Global
Public Health, and the Asscoiate Director of the UNC
Injury Prevention Research Center. Her research focuses
on interventions to prevent and reduce the impact of
gender-based violence, particularly on the intersection of
firearms and intimate partner violence (IPV). A mixed
methods researcher, she uses participatory approaches
that authentically engage stakeholders and communities
in her work. She is an inaugural member of the NC-VDRS
Advisory Board, serving as a member since 2004.




Tammy Norwood- Ms. Norwood is the Program Manager
of the NC Violent Death Reporting System (NC-VDRS), a
CDC funded surveillance program linking vital records,
medical examiner, and law enforcement data to fully
understand homicide, suicide and other violent

deaths. She oversees data collection by coordinating with
the Office of Chief Medical Examiner, State Center for
Health Statistics and over 250 local law enforcement
agencies to ensure the NC-VDRS maintains access to
violent death data. Ms. Norwood works with numerous
injury and violence prevention groups and task force.

Sue Ann Pilgreen- Sue Anne is the manager for the
Eastern Carolina Injury Prevention (ECIPP) and Regional
Pediatric Asthma Programs at ECU Health. She has been a
nurse for 27 years, and spent 21 years as a practicing
pediatric nurse leader and educator prior to her transition
to Community Health in 2016. She was instrumental in the
start of the Pitt County Firearm Safety Coalition in 2020,
and is project lead for the upcoming rollout of the ECU
Health Firearm Safety Program. Sue Anne is recognized for
her innovative approach to preventing injuries and
improving overall wellness, and has shared program
successes at the local, state, and national level.

Scott Proescholdbell- Scott joined the Injury and Violence
Prevention Branch (IVPB) at the North Carolina Division of
Public Health to head the Injury Epidemiology,
Surveillance and Informatics Unit where he is the Principal
Investigator of the NC Violent Death Reporting System
(NC-VDRS), NC Overdose Data to Action (NC-OD2A) and
NC Firearm Injury Surveillance Through Emergency Rooms
(NC-FASTER) CDC cooperative agreements. He serves on
several state and national workgroups addressing drug
overdose, injury and violence. He has an Adjunct Faculty
appointment with the Department of Epidemiology at
UNC Gilling’s School of Global Public Health at UNC.




Shabbar Ranapurwala- Shabbar conducts research to
prevent opioid disorders and overdoses, suicides, intimate
partner homicides, and firearm violence and examines
racial inequities throughout his work. His research involves
the use of advanced analytics, causal inference, and quasi-
experimental methods on Big Data to understand policy
effects at state and local levels. Shabbar has utilized NC-
VDRS and CDC NVDRS data for many of is data study
projects and overseen several students using these data.

Gerard Tate- Executive Director- NC Office on Violence
Prevention. Dr. Tate is an Iraqg War veteran who worked
in law enforcement with the U.S. Army for a decade
before earning a doctorate in social work from the
University of Southern California. He most recently served
as director of community impact and engagement for
technology firm SoundThinking, where he was responsible
for advising law enforcement and community violence
intervention leaders who were using gunshot locator
technology ShotSpotter. Gerard previously held roles in
city-wide violence prevention and community policing
programs in California, Georgia, Missouri and Washington,
D.C.

Raquishela Stewart- Dr. Raquishela Stewart is a Division
Manager for the City Of Charlotte’s Housing and
Neighborhood Services Department. She is responsible for
overseeing the city’s primary information and resource
center, CharMeck 311, Youth Programs with a focus on
Alternatives to Violence and the Safe Charlotte grant
program. She is responsible for leveraging strategies that
will create a positive impact on the community one
interaction at a time. Dr. Stewart’s current project is
partnering with the county of Mecklenburg and other
non-profit organizations to open Alternative to Violence
sites within the corridors of opportunity within the City of
Charlotte.




Eric Toschlog- Dr. Toschlog is a general surgeon in
Greenville, North Carolina and is affiliated with ECU
Health Medical Center. He received his medical degree

from University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and has
been in practice for more than 20 years. Dr. Toschlog is
the chair of the State Trauma Advisory Council (STAC) and
has firearm injury and death as a specific focus of his
tenure. As a gun owner, he understands the challenges of
ensuring firearm safety and reducing injuries.

Caroline Valand- Caroline is currently the Deputy
Secretary for Partnership Engagement at the Department
of Public Safety (DPS). In that role, she oversees the
Department’s Boards and Commissions including the
Governor’s Crime Commission (GCC), the Office of
Violence Prevention (OVP), the Task Force for Racial
Equity in Criminal Justice (TREC), and more. She also helps
execute the Departments overall grant strategy and
better leverage outside resources. Caroline previously
served as Executive Director of the NC Governor’s Crime
Commission (GCC), Chief of Staff to the President and CEO
of 3D Systems, Chief of Staff for Lieutenant Governor
Walter Dalton.

lulia Vann- Dr. lulia Vann has served as Health Director at
Guilford County Department of Public Health since May
2020. Dr. Vann’s efforts have been crucial in continuing
the longstanding history of the agency promoting and
protecting the health of the community. Prior to accepting
the position in Guilford County, Dr. Vann worked with the
Orange County (NC) Department of Public Health. and the
Hertford County (NC) Health Department.



https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/nc/vidant-medical-center-6360690
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/nc/vidant-medical-center-6360690

Anna Waller- Anna E. Waller, ScD, is a Research Professor
in the Department of Emergency Medicine at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Core Faculty in
the UNC Injury Prevention Research Center, and Director
of the Carolina Center for Health Informatics. Dr. Waller
has worked closely with the NC Division of Public Health
for more than 20 years on the design, development, use
and enhancement of NC DETECT, North Carolina’s
syndromic surveillance system. She and her team at UNC
utilize NC DETECT for enhanced surveillance of various
injury issues, including firearm-related injuries, overdose,
self-harm, and transportation safety.

Raynard Washington- Dr. Raynard Washington is the
director of the Public Health Department, one of four
departments that make up the Mecklenburg County
Health and Human Services Agency. He is responsible for
managing all public health and environmental health
activities in Mecklenburg County. Raynard joined the
County in 2020 as deputy health director and was
promoted to director in 2021. Prior to joining the County,
he served as chief epidemiologist and deputy health
commissioner for the City of Philadelphia and as a health
research scientist for the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services Healthcare, Research and Quality.

Scott Wilson- Scott serves as the Regional Trauma System
Coordinator for the Metrolina Trauma Advisory
Committee (MTAC) in the Charlotte (North Carolina)
Metropolitan region where he oversees quality and
performance improvement, education, and outreach for
trauma care at the region’s community hospitals and
Trauma Centers, EMS agencies, and the community at
large. Scott has been involved in healthcare and medical
education for over two decades and is able to apply his
unique experience as a Paramedic in one of the largest
and busiest EMS systems in the nation to his educational
practice along with his background in prehospital, hospital
based, and post-acute care medical education to help
improve the delivery of trauma care to patients in his
region and beyond.







