🎉 Celebrate Excellence in Public Health Social Work!
Nominations Now Open for the Kelly Spangler “Bulldog” Advocacy Award
Presented by the NCPHA Social Work Section
🐾 About the Award:
For over 24 years, Kelly Spangler championed public health in North Carolina, especially for Women’s and Children’s Health. Her fierce advocacy earned her the nickname "Bulldog"—a testament to her tireless pursuit of justice, integrity, service, and equity.
This award honors professionals who embody her bold spirit and make lasting contributions to public health.
🏆 Award Details
Award Name: Kelly Spangler “Bulldog” Advocacy Award
Presented By: NCPHA Social Work Section
Announced At: 2026 Kelly Spangler Public Health Social Work Conference
Nomination Deadline: 🗓️ February 26, 2026
👤 Who Can Nominate?
Anyone who knows a deserving candidate!
✅ Who is Eligible?
· All public health professionals (preference for social workers)
· NCPHA membership not required
· Nominees should show:
· Advocacy at patient, local, state, or federal levels
· Tenacity and perseverance in overcoming barriers
· Exceptional contributions beyond their daily role
✍️ How to Nominate (It’s Easy!)
1. Choose One Award Category
2. Select One Impact Area (see below)
3. Write Two Paragraphs describing your nominee’s excellence
4. Submit via email to one of the contacts below:
📧 LaSonya Tuttle – tuttlelm@forsyth.cc
📧 Tonya Chesney – tonya.chesney@dhhs.nc.gov
📧 Karen McLeod Ray – kmcleodray@dconc.gov
💡 Choose One Impact Area:
Highlight your nominee’s greatest area of influence!
· Impact on Clients & Community
· Innovative Practices
· Advocacy & Leadership
· Professional Excellence
· Collaboration & Teamwork
· Cultural Awareness
· Personal Dedication
🌟 Let’s Shine a Spotlight on Public Health Heroes!
Nominate someone today and help us celebrate excellence in action.

