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PREAMBLE

The Nursing Section is part of the North Carolina Public Health Association, and the Nursing Section Bylaws shall be in compliance with the Bylaws of NCPHA.

ARTICLE 1:  NAME

The name of this section shall be the Nursing Section of the North Carolina Public Health Association.

ARTICLE 2:  MISSION STATEMENT

To protect and promote the public health of the residents of North Carolina by:

· Providing a medium for public health nurses in North Carolina for continued training, education and peer exchange as a means of increasing professional identity and performance in public health practice.

· Supporting legislation favorable to public health and the promotion of the public health of the residents of North Carolina.

· Promoting programs and/or projects deemed necessary to protect and promote the public health of the citizens of North Carolina.

ARTICLE 3:  MEMBERSHIP

The Nursing Section shall consist of persons who are employed in public health services, and persons who have a serious interest in public health nursing.  

Members of the Nursing Section shall be members of NCPHA.  

Categories of membership include Regular Members, Student Members, Life Members, Retiree Members, First Time Members.

ARTICLE 4:  FINANCES

All funds received shall be deposited to the credit of the NCPHA Nursing Section by the Executive staff of NCPHA.  

Section dues shall be established by the Section’s Executive Committee.  

All Section dues are payable with NCPHA dues on the anniversary date of membership.  

The fiscal year shall be January 1 to December 31.

The accounts of the Nursing Section shall be audited by an Auditing Committee appointed by the Executive staff of NCPHA.

ARTICLE 5:  MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP

There shall be an Annual Meeting of the Nursing Section membership in conjunction with the NCPHA Annual Meeting.

A special meeting may be called by the Chair upon request of the Section’s Executive Committee, or upon written request of 25 members of the Nursing Section, provided that 30 days advance notice of the time, place and purpose of the meeting is sent to the membership.  25 members present in person shall constitute a quorum for a special meeting.

ARTICLE 6:  OFFICERS

The officers of the Nursing Section shall consist of a Chair, Chair-Elect, Vice Chair of Education, Vice Chair of Communication, Secretary and Treasurer.

Officers shall be duly elected by members of the Nursing Section, and shall serve from the close of the Annual Meeting at which they are elected until the close of the next Nursing Section Annual Meeting, or until their successors are duly elected.

The duties of the officers shall be those usually implied by the office and shall be outlined in the Manual of Procedures.

The Chair-Elect shall automatically ascend to the Chair after serving as Chair-Elect.  Should a vacancy occur in the office of the Chair-Elect, the Chair shall reconvene the Nominating Committee for the previous year and charge them to nominate qualified individuals for the position.  The Executive Committee shall then vote for the new Chair-Elect.  The newly elected person shall serve until the next meeting of the Nursing Section.

Should a vacancy occur in the offices of Vice-Chair of Education, Vice-Chair of Communication, Secretary, or Treasurer, it shall by filled by the Section’s Executive Committee in a reasonable time, but not to exceed 30 days.

ARTICLE 7:  COMMITTEES

The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Chair, Chair-Elect, Vice Chair of Education, Vice Chair of Communication, Secretary, Treasurer, and the immediate Past Chair.  The Nursing Chairs of EDNCPHA and WDNCPHA shall serve as ex-officio members.  The Executive Committee shall be empowered to transact the business of the NCPHA Nursing Section in the interim between meetings of the general membership.  Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be called by the Chair as needed.  A majority of the members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum.

Standing Committees are the Program Committee, Arrangements Committee, Awards Committee, Membership Committee, Nominating Committee, Finance Committee, Bylaws and Manual of Procedures Committee.  The duties and composition of the Standing Committees are outlined in the Manual of Procedures.  A majority of the members present at any Committee shall constitute a quorum.

Special Committees shall be appointed by the Chair whenever deemed necessary to carry out particular assignments for the benefit of the Nursing Section, or to work in conjunction with committees of NCPHA.

ARTICLE 8:  QUORUM

A quorum of the membership shall be those present at any duly called meeting of the Nursing Section.

ARTICLE 9:  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Business meetings of the Nursing Section shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised.

ARTICLE 10:  AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote, provided notice of the proposed amendments has been transmitted in writing to the membership with a 30 day voting period.
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